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Abstract

Purpose: This study aims to examine the philosophical and methodological evolution of the traditional grounded theory and
analyze the theoretical framework of situational analysis that incorporates constructivist and poststructuralist perspectives
by focusing on its applicability to qualitative nursing research. Methods: A narrative literature review was conducted using
predefined inclusion and exclusion criteria, targeting peer-reviewed qualitative studies utilizing situational analysis from 2015
to 2025, retrieved through databases such as PubMed, CINAHL, and RISS. Major theoretical texts were also included. Results:
Situational analysis enabled a comprehensive understanding of complex nursing contexts by incorporating non-human actants,
social structures, discourses, and power relations into the analysis. The method was effectively applied across various domains,
including emergency care, community-based nursing, professional identity development, and psychiatric nursing. The use
of mapping tools—situational maps, social worlds/arenas maps, and positional maps—proved especially useful in visualizing
structural dynamics and generating practical implications. Conclusion: Situational analysis represents an advanced constructivist
qualitative methodology that expands the grounded theory’s analytic scope in nursing research. Further context-sensitive
qualitative studies in Korean nursing contexts, integration with mixed designs, and development of researcher training systems
are warranted.
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Table 1. Comparison of the Three Mapping Types in Situational Analysis

Mapping type Purpose Key analytical focus
Situational map Lists all relevant elements (human/ non-human, Asks “What exists in this situation?”
discourses, institutions, etc.) to broaden the scope of
analysis
Social world/arenamap  Visualizes the social worlds where actors operate and  Identifies the power and role structures among
their interactional structures institutions, groups, and organizations
Positional map Visualizes diverse positions on key issues and reveals ~ Analyzes “Who holds what position?” and “Who
silenced voices remains silent?”
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Fig. 1. Situational map of hospital nurses’ wound healing experiences
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Fig. 3. Positional map of hospital nurses’ wound healing experiences
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Table 2. Analysis of Nursing Studies Applying Situational Analysis

No.  Author(s) (Year) Field of ap plication Main mapping type () Key analytical findings
1 Wolf et al. (2018) [7] Emergency nursing Situational map, Positional map Identified structural causes of
workplace bullying and the role of
organizational culture
2 Bairdetal. (2016) [15]  Pediatric intensive care Social worlds map Analyzed institutional gaps and barriers
to continuity of nursing care

3 Bakeretal. (2018) [16] Sexual heal th/policy Positional map Identified diverse user perspectives on

condom distribution strategies

4 Mirietal (2021)[17]  Nursing role t ransition  Situational map, Social worlds map ~ Identified trends in nursing role
changes and policy-related factors

5 Ohman et al. (2023) Geriatric nursing Situational map Analyzed how role confusion affects
(18] the application of evidence-based
practice
6  Pierantoni et al. (2021) Nursing policy Social worlds map Examined the introduction of advanced
[19] practice nurses (APNs) in Brazil's health
system
7 Yaowapanon et al. Community nursing Social worlds map, Positional map Identified factors of conflict and
(2018) [20] cooperation among actors in stroke
survivor care

8 Chung (2018) [21]  Clinical nurse soci alization ~ Situational map, Positional map ~ Analyzed power structures and role
conflicts in the socialization process of

novice nurses
9 Paris eau-Legault et Mental health nursing Situational map, Positional map Analyzed structural context of
al. (2024) [22] interaction and resistance between
nurses and patients in involuntary
hospitalization
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