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Abstract

Purpose: In an evolving clinical environment, nursing students face ethical dilemmas that require robust ethical decision-
making and heightened sensitivity. Developing these competencies before clinical practice is crucial for effective patient
care and professionalism. Therefore this study aimed to investigate the impact of ethical decision-making confidence and
nursing professionalism on the ethical sensitivity of nursing students before clinical practice. Methods: Total of 121 third-year
undergraduate nursing students from a university in D city who had not yet begun clinical practice participated in this study.
Data were collected through an online survey, and analysis was conducted using the SPSS 23.0 statistical program, including
descriptive statistics, t-tests, Pearson’s correlation coefficients, and multiple regression analysis. Results: Results indicated
that ethical sensitivity was positively correlated with both ethical decision-making confidence (r=.59, p<.001) and nursing
professionalism (r=.94, p<.001). Multiple regression analysis revealed that ethical decision-making confidence (R=.15, p<.001) and
nursing professionalism (R=.86, p<.001) were significant predictors, accounting for 88.9% of the variance in ethical sensitivity.
Conclusion: The findings underscore the importance of fostering ethical decision-making confidence and a strong sense of
nursing professionalism in educational programs. Enhancing these aspects may improve nursing students’ ethical sensitivity,
preparing them for ethical challenges in clinical practice.

Keywords: Clinical Practice, Ethical Decision-making Confidence, Ethical Sensitivity, Nursing Professionalism,
Nursing Students
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Apz

1) 2214 oAH2A Azt

Sulmasy 5{10]°] 7§kt Perceived Ethical Confidence Scale (PECS)=7-5 Laabs [16]0] 47- B¢k 5}, Kim [17]0] HQSH =715 A}
-gsto] SA4sITh A4 9-15?}_& FaEIer 7t Eahe 5] 232 tf (1)ellA il TR F(53)7HA] 574 Likert M2 25} 10
oM 21 45701H 7t 2245 R4 QAR tigh AH 7ol =82 oJn|Eht. Kim [17]9] =toflA] Cronbach’s ax= .86, 2 A+

9] Cronbach’s a= .88013111}.

SR AT Yeun 5{14]0] 7S 7S 2212 =5 ARSSEo] S5l AA| 29230 2 5709] 519 P (HE2] Afolid, A
2 Q14 7+ 0] JEA, THE A RO &4, 215 0] EAMF) 02 YRl o s 13 A] By (17)ollA ‘vl 1H T (5%)7HA] 54 Likert &
L2 X5} 2940l M 3L 1457 0], 47t =245 IHedE Aol 52 9|n|ghth Tt 71 GA| Chronbach's av= .92[14], & 1549
Cronbach’s a= .90°] itk

3) &4 WA (ESQ-NS)

+2)3 9742 Muramatsu -5{18]0] ZHE TS tiid-o 2 7§kt Ethical Sensitivity Questionnaire for Nursing Students (ESQ-NS)
=75 Min 5{19]°] gt Korean version of the Ethical Sensitivity Questionnaire for Nursing Students (KESQ-NS)& AFgsto] =74
St A 132802 371 R F A (&HAfol] chgh vy ofsl, 2ixt 2% 74E, A AP 2 HH B 5) 0 2 |90 U’] ] 23]
et (1ol A ‘il TRk (550)742] 57 Likert 2= |5} 1350ll4 231 654 0|H A7t maas 8217 Wigdo] &2 2 ittt
T3 7 A =30) A= Cronbach’s a= .82[18], Min [19]9] ¢17toilA] .88, & ALof| A= 73031tk

4. Xiz+H

¢

A247 e D elAlol 474513 gl D chskate) 38hd ket go

Spoln] 7152 25t WS 73S O 2 Wik o eleleold 5 ¢
44 22} o] W] B kS ST AT R BT EE 1) 2 :

o17) chst 33hdel 21813 91 A, 2) A7) B2 ofsiska <
ol SoI3t oo Al 7152 1) FEHY, 2) CHE Hde] Shgolgiet. A7Abt g mage] menkeA FoRt A7cheAR 7
uﬂw =2 o 5| o] geld nelE Slsl 72E 2eil YIS Fuste] ApRAOE Heslel AEATL Stk AT Polt
o170.2 1545 el ool ) efehe ofuteh ollol 18 Shfpislel -2 €7 F4a} el vl oL b 5
a2 AR BB o], ME 19 F AEH FE DRZb RSk 8- histglon LeleloE 21 HEAY A AT
22U NS, ool 2254 AYS FAsHck 8 AT o 0-15 JEgon], 3k g0l Yol 74 2] lsto
A7 ol B3} 4] 9] 749l Alzlol 3= shick. A Holol Foja ARoIM 50| SAEsto] BAo) Alelet ALl glglon] 2
12197} 20l IS
5. X=2EN
294 9

2% 7 A EAFE = SPSS WIN 23.0(IBM Co., Armonk, NY, USA) Z2 134 E o]-85t0] 245130 ct. th/drte] duk E4)
Al PR At gefa Wiz o] A Rlmoh WiEE, Puat BEHAES ARSIl o, thdate] nba] EAdol uhe &

A w2 R/l Aol tests ARSSISITE 8 W4 Zhe] AgAl= Pearson’s correlation

coefficient= ZASI} OH, tigFe] 212 RIZHdol JE £Alet] f1sh thsa] A (Multiple Regression)& A8 31 ATt

i, H3 Za}
1. CHAIXES| @M O|ALAM KIAIZH ZISHEXIR Qa|X DIZtMo| M

tdRte] a8 A QAFAA A7 57 Tbd ol it 4.16£0.467, THEHE 2] T2 574 wHdof] 4t 3.98+£0.404, +-2& vizbAd2 57 Tk
Ao H 3.894 +0.310]ICHTable 1).
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Table 1. Scores of Ethical Decision-Making Confidence, Nursing Professionalism and Ethical Sensitivity

(N=121)
Variables M=£SD
Ethical decision-making confidence 4.16 £ 046
Nursing professionalism 398 £ 0.40
Ethical sensitivity 3.89 +0.31

2. Cii&xte et S0 WE 22N 2AEE A, i EER R, 221 tZgel Ajo|

ks 25 38hdo 2 s A3 21.3+0.214]0111 of5HAYo] 89.3%(108%), Zu7h Q) ti A7} 78.5%(959) 0l Tt thAkzke]
ek B4 5, Adol meh 1SR A THt=-2.18, p=03D), &84 Y211, p=037)2] Ztol7h At osigo] dehgrt e
A} g2)A Rz 0] w2 2102 Uepdt) Sl f-Foll 2 &84 QA ARl e B, &2 vz kol gl

Table 2. Differences in Major variables by the General Characteristics (N=121)

Catecories n (%) Ethical decision-making confidence  Nursing professionalism Ethical sensitivity
& 0 M = SD t(p) M= SD t(p) M=%SD t(p)
Sex Male 130070 410 +054 ) 376 1042 373£030
Female 108(89.3) 416 + 045 045(656) 401 +0.39 2.18(031) 392 +031 2.11(07)
Religion Yes 26(21.5) 421 +0.53 405+ 0.34 398 +0.26
No 95(785) 414+ 044 060550 5g7 4 ggp  OBWBH 5 gy 1962

olgAte] 8214 Rz 24 QAR AR (=59, p<.001), TEEZ A (r=94, p<.001)7} ] FeuA|, &-214 JArEA ZRalzt

Table 3. Correlation between Ethical Decision-Making Confidence and Nursing Professionalism on Ethical Sensitivity

(N=121)
Variables Ethical sensitivity Ethical dec181on-;(npe;lﬂng confidence  Nursing professionalism
Ethical sensitivity 1
Fthical decision-making confidence 59 (p<.001) 1
Nursing professionalism 94(p< .001) 53(p<..001) 1

chgte] A1zge) JRFR1S sholel7] Sla Bl RA AlEt Ak Table ot 2ok 2942 AR 3 2244 oAy A4
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It 7
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o
FgE& AT 2= ZARMARE 0.69~0.9622 0.1 o/go] L, &
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ARG &

Watson Zto] 1.92= A7 1/dto] @isitt. A= 2 SAR SR FoJsl o (F=320.70, p<.001), #2124 oA AIZH(B=15,
P<00D)2 22| PH(3=.86, p<.001)2] &2} TZHgol thgh Adrg2io] 88.9%0] Ut
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Table 4. Factors affecting Ethical Sensitivity (N

Variables

(=)
Ethical decision-making confidence

Sex (ref: male)*
Dummy variables: (ref: reference group)
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