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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this survey was to investigate the type of safety accidents experienced by nursing students during
clinical practice in hospital and to determine the safety accident experiences according to the general characteristics of nursing
students. Methods: The subjects of the study were 340 senior nursing students who experienced clinical practice of 9 nursing
colleges in 7 regions of Korea. Data collection was done using the general characteristics and the safety accidents in clinical
practice of nursing students tool that the researchers developed and took validity verification. Result: The most common
safety accident in clinical practice was physical/psychological burnout, experienced by 111 students (32.6%). The second was
psychological violence, experienced by 86(25.3%), and the third was needle stick/sharps Injuries, experienced by 63(18.5%).
The fourth were musculoskeletal problems and sexual violence, each experienced by 43(12.6%). The occurrence of physical/
psychological burnout significantly differs depending on gender (x’=16.40, p<.001), personality trait (x’=7.03, p=.008), class lesson
score (x’=10.39, p=.006), university affiliated hospital (x’=9.73, p=.002), health status (x’=40.06, p<.001), and fatigue level (x’=11.42,
p=.003). The occurrence of traumatic injuries significantly differs depending on health status (x’=11.89, p=.003). The occurrence of
psychological violence significantly differs depending on personality traits (x’=4.52, p=.033), health status (x’=10.17, p=.006), and
stress level (x’=9.13, p=.010). Conclusion: In order to prevent and cope with safety accidents in clinical practice, universities and
hospitals should have an organic relationship and provide education on accident prevention for nursing students, continuous
monitoring of safety accidents, and develop in-hospital safety protocols for nursing students.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of the Subjects (N=340)

Variables Categories n %
Gender Male 59 174
Female 281 82.6
Age 25= 322 94.7
26~30 12 3.5
3= 6 1.8
Religion Have 120 353
Not have 220 64.7
Economic status High 26 7.6
Middle 289 85.0
Low 25 74
Personality traits Introvert 164 482
Extrovert 176 51.8
Class lesson score High 60 17.6
Middle 234 68.8
Low 46 13.5
Practice lesson score High 125 36.8
Middle 195 574
Low 20 59
University affiliated hospital Yes 109 321
No 231 67.9
Safety awareness in daily life Less 28 8.2
Moderate 120 353
Much 192 56.5
Health status during practice Bad 128 37.6
Moderate 119 35.0
Good 93 274
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Table 1. General Characteristics of the Subjects (N=340) (continued)

Variables Categories n %
Stress level during practice Low 34 10.0
Moderate 103 30.3
High 203 59.7
Fatigue level during practice Low 13 38
Moderate 59 174
High 268 78.8
Experience of accident prevention class Yes 314 924
No 26 7.6
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Table 2. Current Status of Safety Accident in Clinical Practice of Nursing Students (N=340)

. n (%) Contents
Types Categories Yes No Classification Categories n(4)

Safety accident  Physical/ Psychological 111 229
related to burnout (32.6) 67.4)

nursing job Needle stick/Sharps Injuries 63 277 Tool that injured Disposable needle 21(34.4)

(n=154) (18.5) (81.5) (n=61) Insulin needle 5(@8.2)

Lancet 25(41.0)

Piece of glass 7(11.5)

Sharp instrument 1(1.6)

Etc 2(3.3)

Musculoskeletal safety 43 297 Type Backache 23(53.5)

accident 126 (87.4) (n=43) Sprain 13(30.2)

Cramp 5(11.6)

Etc 2(4.7)

Cause Fall 7(16.7)

(n=42) Immoderate motion 23(54.9)

Bump 2(4.8)

Prolonged standing 6(14.3)

Etc 409.4)

Traumatic injuries 2 298 Type Abrasion 9(23.1)

(12.4) (87.6) (n=39) Incision wound 3(7.7)

Laceration 3(7.7)

Punctured wound 2(5.1)

Bruising 21(53.8)

Ftc 1(2.6)

Cause Fall 4(10.3)

(n=39) Immoderate motion 2(5.1)

Bump 20(51.3)

Flesh wound 7(17.9)

Sting 3(7.7)

Etc 3(7.7)

Infection 6 334 Disease Tuberculosis 1(16.7)

18 (982 (n=6) Influenza 116.7)

"MRSA 1(6.7)

Ftc 3(49.9)

Violent safety Psychological violence 86 254 Type Bullying 2(2.5)

accident 253) (747 (n=81) Verbal abuse 76(93.8)

(n=144) Etc 3(3.7)

Attacker (n=73) Nurse 44(60.3)

Patient or guardian 23(31.5)

Nursing student 3(4.1)

Medical staff 3(4.1)

Sexual violence 43 297 Type Sexual harassment 40(93.0)

(126) (874 (n=43) Etc 3(7.0)

Attacker (n=41) Patient or guardian 39(95.1)

Etc 2(4.9)

Physical violence 15 325 Type Pinching 18.3)

44)  (95.0) (n=12) Being beaten with hands or feet 5(1.7)

Experiencing threat 5(41.7)

Etc 18.3)

Attacker (n=14) Nurse 1(7.)

Patient or guardian 12(85.8)

FEtc 1(7.1)

"MRSA=methicillin-resistant staphylococcus aureus
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Table 3. Report Status after Safety Accident in Clinical Practice of Nursing Students (N=340)

Variables Categories n %
Reporting route after safety accident in clinical Hospital 1
practice - Head nurse 36
Acting nurse 39
University 4
Professor 36
Do not report (know reporting system) 7
Etc 8
Receiving feedback after reporting (n=104) Yes 50 48.1
No 54 51.9
Is there positive impact on safety nursing activities Yes 42 59.2
post-reporting feedback? (n=71) No 29 40.8
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